TOWARDS A SYNODAL CHURCH: PATHWAYS FOR
IMPLEMENTATION

66

“In the synodal Church, ‘the whole community, in the free and rich diversity of its members, is
called together to pray, listen, analyse, dialogue, discern, and offer advice on taking pastoral
decisions’ for mission.” (quoting the International Theological Commission, “Synodality in the life
and mission of the Church,” 2 March 2018, no. 68). The way to promote a synodal Church is to
foster as great a participation of all the People of God as possible in decision-making processes. If
it is indeed true that the Church’s very way of living and operating is synodal, then this practice is
essential to the Church’s mission, requiring discernment, the reaching of consensus, and decision-
making through the use of the various structures and institutions of synodality." (FD 87)

The Council of Jerusalem: (Acts 15:1-29)

"After Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some
of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the
elders...The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After there had been much
debate, Peter stood up and said..."

Guiding Question:

What would help our parish listen deeply, discern faithfully, and make decisions together
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit?

For Personal Reflection:

7« How well do we listen to one another when perspectives differ? )
« What helps us distinguish the voice of the Holy Spirit from our own preferences?

« What practices would help our parish discern together more faithfully?

« What might it mean for us to say, "It has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us"
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